P ; -‘ ) 4 * . . /,00640

, - 1 June 1954
(L))

The President
The White House

My dear Mr. President: ﬂb

friend of mine, also an old China hand copy of a
letter he had received from the&
SlBilil o mai sz SeeST8Sillg aal L laoughl you might like to
glance at it, 1t is important, I{feel, to remember that the
writer 1s giving his impressions of the city of Peking and
is probably not in a position to describe the feelings or

conditions of the millinns of rurai Chinese, I doubt whether
hare the percentage of Vsatisfied would Le anything like as

high az the fizure ao gives,
Respecifully yours,
Allen W, Dulles
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I will téke the opportunity to tell you a little about daily
life here, as I know how glad you were for your stay in Peking at
ia2 llme, By taiging to oider residents of Peking, (as for instance
the wgrthy— and_ who all three
are doing very well and who, I thmk are the only European's left
ifom your ume) I have a strong impression that everything ha.s
changed, Life bears the stamp of an austerity that rests heavily
on many'. No theatres, no cinemas, '\no restaurantg (the few in
existence are sort of Popular mass eatingplaces), no shopping
around in antiqﬁe shops, no contact with the Chinese except of a
Purely official nature, Everything ig grey in gre:y. Not even radio
Or newspapers outside of the communist ones,

To a larger and larger extent the supplies have to be
brought in from the outside. No veal or beef {only buffale meat),
only one'vlc‘i!nd of figh {the mandarin), rationing of rice, flour and A

vegetable oil, Only very poon connections with the outer world;

airmalil letters from _are often up to 6 weeks on the way,




j3ut, fortumately, there are bright points. The climate
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13 goed, for 3 marths sl v Lol Gdeeics vicaiaeT, not too hot,

not too cool eithér, no wind and only two days where it drizzsled, :
Fox the {irst time in many years [ have escaped the {flu, which
étherwise I always get in Januvary with anneying aftzr-sliccis

during the following months., The city is clean, %he water can
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now he drunk withent risl of infection; there are no mongrels in

ine governmeni

the gqtvnets =~ My -oor oo

has cleared up conditions.

Without going into political reflections I rhay say, that
everybody ~ also peoole ovposad fo thc:se in power - acknowiedge
that the great masses of the population (the 90%) are bettexr off
materially now than they were before, (But for the 10% it is
dreadful no doubt). That there is a certain scarcity of auﬁplies is -
po the experis say - due to the fact that the purchasing power has
grown conaiderably. All the Chinese (with the exception of the

before mentioned 10%) seem to be satisfied, Everybody, even

Mao Tse-tung, iz dressed in a dreary and monotonous blue suit,

.1

the same forlboth sexes, and especially unbecoming to the women.,
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Caina is the only countrv whara tips ars refuged, Bribery is also

s -uven amall innocent gifts,

il PO

formerly go well in

Place, like for instance 3 bottle of Cherry Heering,

whigky or
schnappg, ar

2 no longer even Conagidered,

are a chapter by themselves,

1,

The Embassies of the Eastern European Stateg,

—=-'8% Silils, from i3-200 People,
selves socially from other reprags

shvalicng,

2. The Embagsgiag of the Asiatic Powerg,
-4t tmba

Chiefs of Mission the bast informed,

3.

The E’epresentations of the Western Powerg,

Theee can again be divided into two groups;

2) normal diplomatic Tepresentations:

Sweden - Lmbassy
Switzerland )
Finlang ) Legation

Denmark )

b) the 80-galled un
diplomatic Prerogatives - with the exception of
a very limited exemption from custom duties);

, England_, Holland ang Norway
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Their noeitinr 17 vy dolucuwis, The representative of
the Britisk world-empire ig not receivad »vr 77 20 Zi-las, he can

Ziaj aduress the Ministry for Forelgn Affairs through Verbal Notes.
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The Legation district is unchanged. The Briti:: -ompound

1 xn imposing collection of 26 separate houses, The small
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chapel is still being used for divine gervice, But the ministers

.

have been deported, and the British agent i1 Lo s lide of

;ier, conducts the devotion of a very small congregation; ag a
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rule we are only half a score of people present,
On my wallis I often pass by'your houez, I i3 now the seat

»
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coma organization, One day I czlled up and asked for permission
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to see the house, It was suggested that I apply to ’Waichiaopu for

permission,

Now I em 2fraid you are getting tired of all my Peking
talk, 32 I will end,

with kindest regards,




